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Preface. 
When driving my Ford Model ‘A’ time stands still in a sense, and I am magically transported 
back to a simpler time. There are no modern luxuries in the Model ‘A’, it’s a basic simple 
machine. There is no radio or CD player, so you’re forced to spend time by yourself thinking or 
conversing with whomever is with you. There is no digital cluster in front of you on the 
dashboard giving you more information than you’ll ever need, simply a gas gauge, and 
ammeter. Vehicles back then didn’t even have heat and obviously air conditioning was out of 
the question, but the front windshield folds out so you can get some air into the cab.  
 
The mechanics of the car are beautiful in its simplicity also. This was long before fully automatic 
transmissions, so a standard three speed transmission without synchronized gears makes you 
double clutch when you drive. You have to manually adjust the spark, throttle, and gas mixture 
when starting the car. The brakes consist of mechanical brakes, not the hydraulic ones we’ve 
come to know and love in our current vehicles. No power steering either, just basic 
transportation that tops out at about 50 MPH. 
 
When I drive the Model ‘A’ I’m in another place and another time. I realize all the finer points of 
what at the time was cutting edge technology in transportation. With nearly 5 million Model ‘A’ 
vehicles sold, not including the USSR, Henry Ford revolutionized the auto industry and all of our 
lives as we know it today. Up until Henry Ford, automobiles were only for the rich and well to do. 
Henry realized there was some decent profit to be had for making a car for the common man. 
Driving a Model ‘A’ forces you by its sheer design to slow down a bit from the rat race we all live 
in. The Model ‘A’ makes you take a moment and surprisingly you see a lot when you slow down. 
You appreciate the countryside around you, you suddenly notice that gorgeous horse in the 
field, and you see the beauty of God in everything you pass that you would have otherwise 
missed if you were flying by at 70 MPH. 
 
Driving my Model ‘A’ gives me some quality alone time, or quality time with my wife Kate, when 
we’re together. It’s a beautiful ride and once you’re used to not going 50, 60, or 70 and you 
realize that you can take life slowly. The Ford Model ‘A’ makes you take a step back in time to a 
much simpler time and a much simpler pace. We have become a society of rushers, we rush to 
work, rush to get the kids off to school, rush to the grocery store, rush to the drive thru to get a 
coffee, we rush our lives away. It’s nice every now and then when something comes into our 
lives that make us slow down and take a look around and enjoy life rather than rushing through 
it. 
The old adage “it’s the journey, not the destination” holds so true when driving my Model ‘A’. 
That car has allowed me to enjoy more journeys in the past year and given me some great 
views along the road. 
It made me think of what a visionary Henry Ford was, he made 
these cars to handle over rough roads, out in the country where 
mechanics were few and far between, and an owner had only a 
basic set of tools to fix their Model ‘A’ and keep it running. From 
the Dust Bowl through the depression, the Model ‘A’ was designed 
to endure hard times, Henry built them pretty much indestructible 
to endure all that. 
 
Lesson learned that life truly is about the journey and not the 
destination. 
Enjoy your Model ‘A’ and drive it with pride!  
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

USA Parts Suppliers Of Merit. (In no special order.)             Details Of Model ‘A’ Parts I Have Purchased.  

1.www.modelastore.com Bert's in Denver 
(Colorado) 
2. www.brattons.com Bratton's (Maryland) 
3. www.snydersantiqueauto.com Snyder's (Ohio) 
4. www.vintageford.com Sacramento Vintage Ford 
(California) 
5. www.classicautoparts.com Obsolete and Classic 
Auto Parts (Oklahoma) 
6. www.macsautoparts.com Mac's Antique Auto 
Parts (New York) 
7. www.gaslightauto.com Gaslight Auto Parts 
(Ohio) 
8. www.snjparts.com Smith and Jones Antique 
Auto Parts (South Carolina) 
9. www.mikes-afordable.com Mike's "A" Ford-Able 
Parts (Georgia)  
10. www.modelaparts.net Dennis Piranio's Model 
A Parts (Texas) 
11. www.littledearborn.com Little Dearborn 
(Minnesota) 
12. www.rennerscorner.com Renner's Corner 
(Michigan) 
13. www.sullivansgarage.com Sullivan's Garage 
14. www.restorationstuff.com Restoration Supply 
Company (California) 
15. www.modeltrader.com Keith Ernst (Ohio) 
16.  Floyd's Model A Parts (360)887-3346 
(Washington) 
17.  A and L Parts Specialties (860)693-0112 or 
2620 (Connecticut) 
18.  Chuck Lowery Ford Parts (425) 746-6664 
(Washington) 
19. www.modelaparts.com Tam's Model A Parts 
(800) 272-7871 (Massachusetts) 
20. www.pvford.com PV Antique and Classic Ford, 
Inc. (Massachusetts) 
21.  Norm's Antique Auto Supply (563) 322-8388 
(Iowa) 
22. www.modelamedic.com The Model "A" Medic 
(Kansas) 
23. www.restorationspecialties.com Restoration 
Specialties & Supply (Pennsylvania) 
24. www.antiqueautohardware.com Antique Auto 
Fasteners & Hardware (California) 
25.  Battlefield Antique Ford (Battlefield, Missouri) 
26.  Bill's Model Acres (570) 538-3200 
(Pennsylvania) 
27.  Stuart Model A Parts and Service (772) 692-
0984 (Flordia) 
28. www.lebaronbonney.com LeBaron Bonney 
(Massachusetts) 
29. www.OneillVintageFord.co.uk The Ford Model 
A Parts Specialists (United Kingdom) 
30.  Jerry's...The Model "A" Store (877) 350-
0796/(407) 695-8911 (Florida) 
31. www.ahoogaparts.com Ahooga A and T 
Reproduction Parts (937) 746-7105 (Ohio) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 






