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The car that ran like a puppy seems wonderful
—in retrospect=—to this automobile reporter.
Why, he asks, don’t they make it any maore?

By Frank Rowsome Jr.

OMETIMES when Detrosl omwragii
S its labest wonder—the newest hlend

of glean and ssdoct divised to
make v disemstented  with shat’s in
the garage=I think dreamily back to o
swecthenrt of a car that they don’t make
v aeoee, Like ooy limg-ago  swest-
hearts, she wia mawky, even a Httle
goofv, with plan-Jise vidtues. But the
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Wlmlded A Fiowd was alin, in oo }1?!1"1-'!:‘
forpotton, oo of the most wobderfully
satisfying cars ever built,

The Moedel A was sn uncvsnmonly
willing car, ke o friemxlly farm dog
{ BEver noticed how some cars don't really
want o go? They st silkntly in the ga-
rage, marmely pondering what troohle
o hove next Or oo they behave like

Every man his own mechanic

Leirgasidic tler pmieily Wb d Bipeewi, 1 som Baw] ud
1hla ke gamgs hamlby, 50 wad ¥ by ol 3
ihaiababail oalllmg card, o sinppdy & ooeed Eidss




for tha ages . . Kid sbder, 1554, kax maes than thnes times he peser, welghs hali & ten mare.

child actresses, coughing theatrically m
the carburetor thrst or stalling petulant-
v In the drivewoy.) The Model A, i
contrast, hxl the persemality of a puppy
it owigpbed all over, &t wanbedd B go, it
ienored] mitreatment, st 1 ran el
yom shot it through the b,

Shreid engineerimg coulil  be de-
tected everywhere. Provkled you landbed

A salisfying sense of participation

Thaaf Phin bmer, roseds moedhel them fae falli,
wark  posvenseed, Toeer, e aeftimg ke aflong
iped, A iemdsorew adielded kfag mickipre

srssin v 1]

the clever choke-and-mixture rod right,
'nhil!ll. [TRFLY .;|II'I|I! an l!'llrll.'1|1| 1Y -|.IﬂL|i:p.
a kitehen match, the engine daosminldp
started. Ome Muine winter. with temnpeer-
afures arous] X7 leelowe, 1 el 18 o
e Bt twru overy mamine far wesks

Iti designers himl a realistic view of
human mature, for they made it & dil-
cult car to mistreat. Even the diminest
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Plenly of elbow reom
YViu mdver hid &8 o g bn enidise stoand-

Tty Alewasad wesililng woas oo ard fe wmik e,
il e Npmislgr s @dles made & liose Saad] Eray,

Lozl dlriver ool prosl with 0w
ciaonke out: the moment she took her fn
rrs i ke Kool ther cliske prosmpethy
went hack where & belowged. IF, b
pelled by thar curiies female instivad For
wiighieacodnes. shie pershited] n driv.
ing with the spirk rebanlled, ar with the
mdature Full skl o with tha lmrlulu
brake on, nothing gricvous happened. 1t
didn® ron very well then, it 5 ran
Tﬁu‘ﬂ 'l'll..'.'l'r.l n..‘.'rl i-l'lql'.hr ||1.'||||'L| 11|.q|-|_'!|.
contentedly Tor 80000 miles with oaly
cumml] sitemtion, I yon s &t on i
[rnll.-l il |'|'|.'l|'1|.‘|.|:|1 14 '|'|'l.|.itll l.!h:,l.".l'u]!_l.
gir bnreveer, IF cruel argd anosual ponish

Tl rorpian SLnmssty

A tamily car with
built-in privacy

Eids ardl s Bavesdl bn slide
e femmilile, whecie the whis
thimg wind mwd the wag
from ihe ailpipe meds
aniidde. T I Falned, vee
inrauintled dasan low, sliv
mg fuirly d@ry as g as the
driver kgl guimg. Hinl the
mimdHe seid oo et ot
wii B8 bhler wwmilcy ey,

il S el e W™ B
siiter pinsy o b preend
resr-iaws ed FEill's am
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Nothing to do but drive
she'ill glimls Bkl po A% be fnacs ihece &n
o aioeberadliom wan Dedssipedy. NP1 yoia gaaslid
i Sy oo bw b e wibal

gvnl |muibes] simpethingd, som Just weode
off to 4 mall-order house, sorewed on
the o puard youmecdl anal drive om B
another hundped thousand miles,

It ram well, ton, By a happy combiie-
thon ol weight, holnmoe el wheel size,
it could bupdle theouph an amoaint of
gpie o paaal ot woull :tlltl."]'::mll:.
g s Ko tetrmosd gard eim of sheet
mctal that we doive nowsadlioes Top speisxl
-5 1k 1!.'| ikt :r:!':t-'l |.I|\.|Jl. EWHe -|.|-I|'|||| M-
hill=could take you from ooe city to the
pent mlreoml as fost ax the oorrent ool
lopommndives, [t lked to be dilven harl,
Thete was pome of the fncessant plig-




buming., point-pitting and dinphragm.
pupiticiog that reflct the bBilioos bl
tesnguer insddde newer enghns

Lift the howd om s Model A osest
chance you get and admine the ko
Lated simplicity underncath, Thst enpine
wy ahimed sk otricate as an g heater,
You could very peardy overhaul it with
a serewibriver, pair of slip-joint  phiers
maomkey wreeneh aml a Bl pm-of-the-
e profanity. Moclern cogines, in oon
frmal, dhomngns]  hoomdrewds of adollars in
toals, & coey Bolbmacy with dwell angles,
milllamperes and inches of mereury,
piuis o repertory of sulfirous sweanng,

N trouhilemakers, There wis o wone-
ilerful starkuess aboed the Madel A%
vanEline coanpartiment. Concder For 0 ma-
mant the troublomakers it dida’t hove,

Epace for three, In a pinch
The sl alsif eewuld be a e wrilki Aleree
i Fromd; thowp we a | ey bu ookt chw

fanbir paisangie s eeecEp bds weonil pear.

Theere wan 0 foel pamp, 1o vocyum
pamp, o atcelerator pamp, 1o aulo-
matic choke, There was oo vallage or
enment reiilator, oo centrifinzal spack
Ill"nllﬂ.'l", e VAT "‘]h"h ||"|-“"|' ™
wan e crossone hoeal valve, wo thenmo-
stats. oo loddraclic lifters. Abowve all
thiere were wi reloys, | Does ssivone L
whv present-day engineors ploster relays
aver an engine ke bamackes on o mok?
Surch cven enginoers koow that nelass
arg the e ledliciscane Dilog meenbed
Elnew marringe. )

It was an engine yom comld wark an
nh—i]b‘. [ KM weanted o tighten the

What Do You Think?

This seatimental cwlogy of sn
obaolefe auro will, FSW saspeects,
ifrile & .lmr.-p}.' glicared wrabls  womie
romifers, & pougling  dissonance
with wothers, For the fEre mos
J'I'Ih-fnn'H‘ Irllrrl .l.lllr Fapm eyl -'-r.l'
150 wordds ar e, reseived b flei
1, 1951, PN will pruy 825 warh.
liddress: The Editie, Parviiian
Scipadd Wosvowy, A5F Fowril
v oollpe, Wewe Vark f, XY,
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waler-juamgy pockieg ook yon pesalied @
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wanbedd to draln dick or waler fiom the

[l assnimaral as gupe Sia]

Service almost in your lap

Cemter Bl Lpeliing was aroumd thesm, s, Foau
pmre whatl eow padd Ser: ‘st sheest S5 Foll, the
g dodhrd up s view oo the Eene Pl
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Al aboveboard but the battery
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A Lament lor the Medal A
[Crsssnnad from juge 173

gas Hne, you needed a pair of pliers and
| 1% socods. And i you wanted to metime

the ignitiom—=for which you may now
need an oscillescope complete with a
portable, thick-lensed MIT graduate 1o
twicklle the knobs—you could do an
aocurate job In less than five minutes.
If a Mocded A peeded a carbon-and-valve
job, you could button it up in plenty of
time belare dinner.

¥o confortlons, Partly this was sim-
plicity of desdgn: the engioe’s fathers
didn’t bave the curions conception that
if it's intricute it must be good, But partly
it was alio because you could get al the
engine without Sivch anms and univer-
sab-jainted wriste [t wasnt buried in a
desp bole in the chasls, like a water-
melon in a well, It wasn't motted over
with a jungle of boses, cables, amd tubes,
or with power-steering pumps, wind.
shickl-washing jars, or relays for blowing
the borm, With the A engloe, you al-
maont never pulled it from the chassis just
to wark on ft—a current practice that's
about ax cockeved as letting o doctor cut
apen voir chest to lroat a oold.

There were lots of other good things
| abont the obkd girl. With a 13-to-1 steer-
| g mlir.d:lu could get around a corner
| without blurring the spokes like a rou.
lette wheel. She'd tum around on g nar-
row road withaut making a production
 of it Using the manual spark bever, vou
coiikd readily quench s knock on g hard
| pull { The k wux also handy if a dog
| an ].'appdll.;?.l.:"]nn-p.ilt-: YN m&*ﬂmﬂ“ﬂ‘t
| lewer, snapped the ignition ofl and on,

andd got o wonderfully terrifving back-
Bre. ) As for the absence of ofl amd water
gy, 10 was widely bold that what vou
diclan’t know wouldnt hurt

And in what other car could vou un.
obtrusively kick off the main gas valve,
confronting vour glrd with & plausible
oput-of-gns situstion on the back rowd?

The transmission was an unalloyed
de ter cleivers prowd of their shifting
skill=there were no sty wy
in that bax to hide your mistakes. Down.-

A Lamani for the Maodel A
[Lomtmned Jrom page 299)
shifting without a trace of o clah into
secondd at 23 moph or bow ot 10 was
entirely practicable. But it took a nice
feeling for revs, an instinet lor setting the
countershalt speod, and some deft dou-
ble-elutehing, When you did it just right,
the gears slid tagether with a silent nlce-
ty that separated the men from the boys,

A Memes, It dowsn’t muike the
AL A less of a car to admit thae il
wasn't perfect, Those beake rods sounded
like a Cuban hand; the gas tank in your
lap woukdn't have been a good compan-
jon in a bad smash; and the parking brake
could frecze on n winter, giving you &
chotee of nhandonlng the car until pring
ar taking a tarch to the dioms.

By 1664 tostes the Model A was no
freball. She had fust 40 hosses to tote
wﬁmmm gﬂnm%

to the didn'e

f:n.up your head aff. The egg beater under
the hood had a respectahle 200.5-cuhic-
inch displacement. but it only worked ot
4.22-10.1 comprosston, | This radioes the
question as o why we ot gasoline—
whale il would probably have done as
well } And while the car wat good in
its doy at road-keeping and cormering,
ehon® slam a surviving maodel into a rough
tum or youll have a distinet i Han
of piloting a loose-jointed cow an
wheels,

Certainly it's unfair to atsess this loyal
old car by modemn standards. Perhaps it
B unreasonable, too, to ask why Detrolr
doesn't make them any more—it having
been vepeatedly shorwn that there fin't &
muias LS. market for dogaed, unvarniibed
trondportation, al least from new cars

But what is fair is a prophecy: 28 years
from oow, in 19580, dam few of as will
rocall the glisteniog 1934 models with the
s wiarm affection with which we now
remember the Model A, END

Longevity Explained

The swrest way o live & bog lifle & tn ha
sty wealthe nnche=Toes Joursal,



