


screws used should be No. 12 24 x I 3/8" Japan­
ned nat -hcad machine screws. but you'll probably 
have lo sett le for I Y.;" or I Yi'' lcnghts. as I 3/8" 
is an odd-ball size. Each screw is filled with a coun­
tersunk washer. wi1h a ·!&' ' overall diameter. Model 
A's and Fo rds 1hrough '38 used abou t the same 
set-up, and there are several sources fo r these 
screw and washer sets. Of course, a No. 12 screw 
doesn' t come anywhere near filling up a 3/8" hole. 
The holes are larger than necessary lo allow for 
any misalignment or o ff-center holes in either the 
board or the body of the car. There are 6 of these 
hold-down screw holes in the No. l floorboard, and 
two more screws go th rough the cover plates a­
round the pedal arms. 

Holes identified with " B'' in the drawing arc W' 
holes rit led with noor sockets to accept the carpet 
or mat hold-down studs. These noor sockets arc 
stamped out o f sheet metal , and consist of a steel 
sleeve about ~" in d iameter and 9/ 16" long, closed 
at one end, and drilled with a !4" hole to accept the 
stud on the carpet or mat fasteners that were 
shown in F igures 2 and 5 in the last article in this 
series. There are also three ribs in the sides of the 
sleeves to wedge against the holes in the noor­
board . The noor sockets are installed from the 
bottom o f the board , and they are driven up 
th rough the half-inch hole until the top with the 
14·· hole is nush with the top OS the board. There 
are three such sockets in the No. I floorboard, and 
there is another 14" hole in the top pedal opening 
cover plate to accept the fourt h stud. 

The hole shown as "C", directly above the 2W' 
by 4" hole in the center of the board, is 3/ 16" in 
diame ter, and it accepts the 3/ 16" x W' steel rivet 
that holds the clutch oiler hole cover on. This rivet 
is installed with the head on the back of the board, 
and the peened-over end on the top. lt is o nly w· 
long because the hole is drilled in the floorboard 
over the recessed part on the bottom of the board 
where the wood is only abou t 3/8" thick. 

The hole shown as "D" in the drawing is 7/ 16" 
in diameter, and it accepts the starter push rod. 
There is no sleeve or other hardware involved ;just 
a 7/ 16" hole. 

The " E" hole is 3/8" in d iameter, and it allows 
the shank o f the accelerator foot rest to stick 
through the floorboard. The " F" holes are screw 
holes for the foot rest base. The screws to use are 
:i4" - 6 oval-head wood screws. The base is fastened 
to the noorboard with the nat side toward the 
clutch o iler opening, as shown in Figure I. 

T he two holes identified with the letter "G" 
arc for the *" - 12 nat-head wood screws that 
hold down the front edge of the transmission cover 
plate. Do n't drill these holes until you have bo th 
boards made and installed in the car, as some mis­
alignment may occur. The next ar ticle in this series 
will have more dope about the trans cover plate. 

The holes shown as " H" in the drawing look 
like they should have been for a couple of support 
brackets to hold up the No. 2 noorboard. but I've 
never seen '32 floorboards with anything fastened 
in these holes. They don' t seem to serve any use fu l 
purpose, but if you want you r '32 boards to look 
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original , drill fou r 3/ 16" ho les as shown :.ilong the 
lower edge of the No. I board. 

Now that you have the board riddled with holes, 
you can apply the fini sh. It is difficult to tell just 
what the original fi nish was, but it appears to have 
been a very dark wood stain. If you use the darkest 
walnut stain you can find, you' ll be about right. 
The color of the original boards was a brown so 
dark that it looks black un til you compare it to 
something that really is black . It is not paint. as 
the grain is visible through the fin ish. After you 
stain the wood, leave it as is. The '32 floorboards 
were not varnished or o therwise made shiny after 
staining originally. 

Now comes the weatherscal around the edge of 
the board. All along the top edge o f the board, and 
down the sides to the angle cut, there should be 
cotto n webbing, I !4" wide, held on with No. 2\.2 
upholstery tacks spaced three or four inches apart. 
The webbing was originally treated with wax or 
something to eliminate squeaking. It 's the same 
stuff as was used on the Model A, and some o f the 
Model A parts reproducers can supply it. It should 
be installed so that the full 11/16" thickness of the 
edge o f the board is covered, and the other half­
inch or whatever of material width is tacked down 
on the back of the board. If you check the body of 
the car you'll see that this webbing seals the noor­
board against the floorboard nange wherever there 
is one. 

The ends of the board are fitted with str ips of 
brownish-gray felt ,~,. x 5/8", and about~,, long, 
each fastened on with five No. 4 tacks. The felt 
seals the ends of the board against the inside of the 

cowl where there is no tloorboard flange . There is 
no seal along the lower edge of the No. I board. 
It is just supposed to fi t tightly against the No. 2 
floorboard. 

That's all there is to the toeboard itself. It is not 
too difficult to make, and most of the materials 
needed are easily found. The only really hard items 
to find are the floor sockets for the carpet studs. 
They were used from '32 to '34, but replacements 
don't seem to be available any longer. 

However, to complete the job, you need three 
sheet metal plates and a sponge rubber filler. All 
told , there arc five sheet metal parts that go on a 
set of '32 floorboards, and the three of lhem asso­
ciated with the No. I floorboard are the top and 
bottom pedal opening cover plates, and the clutch 
oiler hole cover. These three items arc pictured in 
Figure 3. 

The bottom pedal opening cover plate, B-35198-
0 , is stamped from JI J 6" steel, and it measures 
2 27/32" by 9W'. It has clearance slots in it for 
the pedal arms and the steering post, a couple of 
holes for the pedal arm bumpers to mount in, two 
holes for a couple of floorboard hold·down screws 
to go through, and three little holes for the nails 
that hold it on to the bottom o f the No. I noor­
board. The nails used are about 16 -gauge wi re 
nails - they have shanks 5/64" thick and *" long, 
with heads that measure 1 1/64". T hey're fat lit­
tle nails, and they d id their job well , as these 
bot tom cover plates are o ft en still found on orig-
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